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DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

John 
3:1-21,

19:38-42

Big Idea Jesus offers forgiveness 
   and new life to everyone who believes in Him.

Lesson Summary
Jesus Teaches (AD 27-30)	 During	 this	 era,	 Jesus	 inau-
gurates	 His	 public	 ministry.	 He	 speaks	 to	 crowds	 and	
gathers	a	small	band	of	eager	followers.	When	Jesus	travels	
to	Jerusalem	for	Passover,	He	shows	zeal	for	God’s	House,	
removing	commercial	and	corrupt	interests	in	the	Temple.	
In	an	interview	with	one	Pharisee	leader,	Nicodemus,	Jesus	
discloses	the	way	to	eternal	life.	

In	 this	 lesson,	 your	 children	will	 have	 an	 opportunity	 to	
trust	Jesus	as	their	personal	Lord	and	Savior.	They	will	see	
that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	greatest	teacher	the	world	has	ever	
known.	The	truth	of	Jesus’	messages	appealed	to	everyone:	
young	and	old,	commoner	and	king,	male	and	female.	His	
parables	 were	 profound,	 His	 sermons	 unforgettable,	 and	
His	training	techniques	prepared	many	followers	to	spread	
the	news	about	God’s	kingdom.

Bible Background
In	Galilee,	growing	crowds	readily	listened	to	Jesus’	thrilling,	
challenging,	and	memorable	words.	When	Jesus	brought	His	
disciples	 to	 Jerusalem	 for	 the	 Passover,	 many	 people	 were	
eager	to	hear	Him.	They	listened	to	Jesus	teach,	watched	as	
He	healed	the	sick,	and	were	moved	by	His	stories.	

These	activities	caught	the	attention	of	the	intellectual	Pharisees,	
including	 one	 rabbi	 named	 Nicodemus.	 This	 “teacher	 of	
Israel”	stepped	forward	to	discover	for	himself	who	Jesus	was	
and	why	He	had	come.	Christ	explained	to	Nicodemus	what	
every	human	needs	to	hear—God	offers	forgiveness	and	new	
life	to	everyone	who	believes	in	God’s	only	Son.

Teacher Devotional
God’s	love	is	blind	to	human	barriers	and	boundaries.	His	
love	is	infinite	and	perfect.	Infamous	sinners	of	every	gen-
eration	have	found	forgiveness	and	new	life	through	Jesus	
Christ.	God’s	offer	of	salvation	as	a	free	gift	is	difficult	for	
many	people	to	fathom.	Even	children	are	conditioned	to	
believe	that	they	must	“do”	something	to	earn	God’s	favor.	
This,	of	course,	is	impossible	and	unnecessary!	

Thank You, Lord, for loving me enough to sacrifice Your very 
own Son so I might have new life through Him! As I teach the 
children, help me convey the wonder of Your mighty love and 
make the concept of being “born again” real to them. Just as 
Nicodemus listened to Christ and pondered His words, may the 
kids understand and respond to Your generous gift of eternal 
life. In Jesus’ name, amen.

•	 Jesus Christ is the great-
est teacher who ever lived. 
(Matthew 13:54)

•	 They must receive a new birth to 
enter God’s kingdom. (John 3:3) 

•	 Nicodemus prepared Jesus’ 
body for burial. (John 19:39)

•	 Jesus died to forgive their sins 
and rose to give them new life. 
(John 5:24)

•	 Amazed by the power and truth 
of Jesus’ words. 

•	 Motivated to receive forgive-
ness and new life through 
Christ. 

•	 Glad to stand up for Jesus and 
to make sacrifices for Him.

•	 Complete ten of Jesus’ most 
famous quotations. 

•	 Explain who Jesus is and why 
He came. 

•	 Tell what it means to receive 
forgiveness and new life. 

•	 DiscipleSkill—How to Discover 
Gifts and Talents: Ask God to 
help identify their spiritual 
gifts.
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Seasoned Christians often use phrases or terms that other 
believers understand, but may sound strange to outsiders 
or to new Christians. We may know what it means to be 
“born again,” “saved,” or “redeemed,” but a newcomer 
may be just as confused as Nicodemus was! Helpful hints: 
1) Be sensitive about using “church talk” when you teach. 
2) Don’t assume that every student understands a particu-
lar phrase. Even children who have attended church for 
years may have misconceptions about a familiar term. 
3) Explain the meanings of unfamiliar phrases. 

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 5-8)
 Pencils, markers, paper
 Notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 None

Spark Interest
	 •FIRST/LAST-RICH/POOR-STRONG/WEAK:	basket	or		

 tray, small treats
	 •GOD’S	LOVE	A-Z:	none

Explore Scripture
	 Teaching	Picture	5B.3—Era	2—Year	of	Introduction
 Teaching Picture 5B.4—Nicodemus

Inspire Action
	 •NICODEMUS	TRIPTYCH: no additional supplies
	 •BORN	AGAIN:	none

Opening Prayer
Pray	 that	 your	 kids	 will	 respond	 to	 the	 most	 important	
message	from	the	greatest	teacher	who	ever	lived.	Ask	God	
to	open	their	eyes	 to	 the	Good	News	and	to	give	 them	a	
thirst	to	learn	more	from	Jesus.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 2 of 12—Nick & Lynne Swanepoel—
Lynne’s Story  Missionary stories can have a profound impact on 
a child. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download 
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Nick	and	Lynne	Swanepoel	faithfully	served	Jesus	in	Africa	
for	many	years.	This	episode	of	their	story	tells	how	Lynne	
met	the	Lord.	

Meet Lynne—a smart, lively young woman from South 
Africa. After high school, Lynne went to medical school 
and started a job in Cape Town. Several Christian girls 
invited Lynne to attend camp. Not wanting to go, she 
made excuses and finally lied that she could not afford 
it. The group surprised Lynne by paying for her to go!  

At the camp, Dr. Louw Alberts, a famous scientist, 
preached that just as a surgeon’s hand inside a medical 
glove can perform delicate operations, God can do 
anything as He works through us. While looking across 
the sea, Lynne decided to invite God to take charge of 
her life. She would be like the glove—letting God work 
through her! 

God soon gave Lynne a way to love others in her neigh-
borhood. Lynne and a friend invited troubled kids off 
the street to attend Bible studies. They bought a large, 
rambling house—perfect for young people. One young 

man Lynne was trying to help had been a mercenary 
(hired soldier) in the Congo. While very drunk one 
night, he stuck a revolver in her face, saying, “It is 
loaded you know.” Then the man took aim and shot out 
the street light! Lynne calmly demanded that he give 
her the revolver—which he did! On another occasion, a 
young man had illegally printed many false passports. 
When he became convicted of sin, Lynne helped him 
cut the passports into tiny pieces and flush them down 
the toilet! 

Missions Education—The Victory
To	add	this	component	to	the	lesson,	download	the	teacher	
script	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic:	Jesus	Teaches
Reference: Matthew 13:54

Memorization Activity:	Write	 the	words	of	 the	memory	
verse	on	the	board.	Have	students	read	the	verse	together.	
Erase	one	or	two	words	and	say	the	verse	again.	Erase	several	
more	words	and	recite	 the	verse	again.	Continue	until	all	
words	have	been	erased.	

Bonus Resources
Access	free	downloads	for	this	lesson	at		 	 	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
•	More	activity	ideas
•	Activity	templates	and	resources
•	Explore Scripture	teacher	notecards

  Make 
Disciples

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements 
into this lesson.
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Jesus offers 
forgiveness and new 
life to everyone who 

believes in Him.

      From the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry,  
     people listened eagerly to what He said. 
    Matthew’s Gospel records some of Christ’s 
   amazing prayers, sermons, warnings, 
  stories, and conversations.

Draw lines to complete each quotation correctly.

Matthew 5:44

7:12

12:36

16:24

17:20

18:3

19:30

24:35

24:44

28:18-19

“Love your enemies and… …you want them to treat you.”

…when you do not expect Him.”

…nothing will be impossible for you.”

…and many who are last will be first.”

…pray for those who persecute you.”

…for every careless word 
 you have spoken.”

…therefore, go; make disciples 
 of all nations.”

…but My words will never pass away.”

…you will never enter 
 God’s kingdom.”

…must deny himself, take up 
 his cross and follow Me.”“All authority has been given to Me

“Be ready, because the 
Son of Man will come…

“Heaven and earth 
will pass away,…

“Many who are first will be last,…

“Unless you become 
like little children…

“If you have faith as 
a mustard seed…

“Anyone who wants 
to come after Me…

“You will give an account 
on judgment day…

“Treat other people the way…

Jesus was the 
greatest teacher 
who ever lived!

5BDG.indd   5 1/3/14   12:55 PM

First/Last-Rich/Poor-Strong/Weak (10 minutes)
This large group activity lets kids experience the truth of Jesus’ 
jarring words that upended peoples’ priorities. Supplies:		
basket	or	tray,	small	treats	

Jesus said many things that challenged the ways people 
thought and lived. Today we’ll talk about some of them. 
But first, I brought some treats for you. Get in line to 
choose your favorite one!	Stand	in	the	front	and	note	any	
jostling	as	kids	attempt	to	line	up.	When	the	line	has	formed,	
discuss	their	thoughts	and	feelings	about	being	first	or	 last.	
Why do we want to be first? What is hard about being 
last? How does God want us to treat people who are last?	
As	you	encourage	responses,	walk	slowly	to	the	back	of	the	
line.	Jesus said, “Many who are first will be last, and many 
who are last will be first” (Matthew 19:30).	Dis-
tribute	treats,	beginning	with	the	last	person.	

Now we’re going to make another line, but 
this time I want everyone to count the money 
you brought with you. I know that many of 
you probably didn’t bring any money today, 
and that is quite fine. The person with the 
most money should stand on this end and the 
people with no money should stand on the 
other end.	Help	the	kids	line	up	from	“richest”	
to	“poorest.”	How does God view people who 
are rich and those who are poor?	 Encourage	
responses.	Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to get into heaven”	(Matthew	19:24).

(OPTIONAL)	 Next, let’s pretend to be 
animals. Everyone think of an animal and 
tell what you are. (For	 a	 little	 fun,	 you	 may	
also	want	to	encourage	each	child	to	make	that	
animal’s	 sound.)	 Line up in order of your 
animal’s strength. The strongest animal will 
stand on one end and the weakest on the other 
end.	 Help	 the	 children	 decide	 which	 animal	
is	 stronger	 or	 weaker.	 What are some advan-
tages of being stronger or smarter or faster? 
Encourage	 responses.	 The Bible says, “God’s 
power is made perfect in my weaknesses. I am 
content with weaknesses, difficulties, insults, 
and persecutions…because when I am weak, 
then I am strong”	(2	Corinthians	12:9-10).	

God’s Love A-Z (10 minutes)
This word-association activity stretches kids’ understanding of 
God’s love for them. Supplies:	pencils,	paper

Divide	the	children	into	groups	of	three	or	four.	Ask	each	
group	to	write	all	the	letters	of	the	alphabet	down	the	left	
side	of	a	piece	of	paper.	Give	the	groups	three	minutes	to	
write	 down	 as	many	words	 about	God’s	 love	 as	 possible,	
using	each	letter	of	the	alphabet	as	the	first	letter	of	a	word.	
For	 example:	 Amazing,	 Beautiful,	 Caring,	 etc.	 When	
groups	are	finished,	ask	a	volunteer	to	read	aloud	John	3:16.	
Then	encourage	groups	 to	 take	 turns	 reading	 their	words	
for	each	letter.

Disciple Guide—page 5
Introduce kids to many of Jesus’ amazing words. Complete 
this page at the beginning of class or after a Spark Interest 
activity.

  Spark 
Interest
Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.
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YEAR OF INTRODUCTION
JESUS ARRIVES AD 27

04 BC—AD 266

Nicodemus’ Stats
► “Teacher of Israel”

► Spoke up for Jesus before his fellow Pharisees

► Brought spices to wrap Jesus’ body for burial

► John 3:2

Nearly all the Jewish leaders criticized or despised Jesus. But one night while Christ was in Jerusalem, 
a highly respected teacher named Nicodemus came to talk with Him. Read John 3:1-21. 

What did Jesus say about the kingdom of God that surprised and confused Nicodemus (3:3)? 

What did Jesus explain about who He was and why God had sent Him (3:16-18)? 

Most Jewish teachers believed that people who obeyed the Law would enter God’s kingdom. 
What did Jesus reveal to Nicodemus about those who would go to heaven (3:16-18)? 

How did Nicodemus respond after this interview with Jesus? (See John 19:39-40 for a clue.)

Sincere Nicodemus

5BDG.indd   6 1/3/14   12:56 PM

no one can enter the kingdom unless 
he or she is born again

Jesus is God’s Son, sent to give eternal 
life to those who believe in Him

everyone who believes in Jesus will go 
to heaven

he probably believed in Jesus

Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

John 3:1-21, 19:38-42
Era #2: Year of Introduction
We are building a New Testament timeline and learning 

about champions who lived during each era. 
Today’s era is about the first year of Jesus’ 
ministry. People soon learned that Jesus 
Christ is the greatest teacher the world has 
ever known!	Show	the	Teaching	Picture	5B.3	
of	Era	2—Year	of	Introduction.	

This	era	can	be	divided	into	five	major	sections:
•	Faces Temptation	 (AD	27)	 Jesus resists Satan’s efforts to 

tempt Him to sin (Luke 4:1-13).	Key	People—Satan;	Key	
Place—Judean	Wilderness

•	Calls Disciples	(AD	27)	Jesus invites people to leave their 
jobs to become His followers (John 1:35-51).	 People—
Andrew,	Peter;	Place—Galilee

•	Cleanses Temple	 (AD	 27)	 Jesus shows zeal 
for God’s House, removing commercial and 
corrupt interests (John 2:13-25).	People—Jewish	
Merchants;	Place—Jerusalem

•	Explains Eternal Life	 (AD	 27)	 Jesus discloses 
the way to heaven—being born anew (John 3:1-
21).	People—Nicodemus;	Place—Jerusalem

•	Discusses Worship	(AD	27)	Jesus reveals the way 
to worship God—in Spirit and in truth (John 4:4-
42).	People—Woman	of	Sychar;	Place—Samaria

Champion: Nicodemus	
Nicodemus was a learned rabbi, or teacher, likely 
from the upper class of Jews. He was a respected 
member of the Jewish Sanhedrin or High Council. 
As a devout Pharisee, Nicodemus was conser-
vative in beliefs. He wanted to evaluate Jesus 

fairly and thoroughly. Jesus told 
Nicodemus that no one could even 
see the kingdom of God without a 
spiritual rebirth.	Show	the	Teaching	
Picture	5B.4	of	Nicodemus.	

Suppose that Nicodemus kept a journal of key 
events during his lifetime. Let’s listen to some 
things he might have written.	Ask	for	volunteers	
to	 read	 each	 journal	 entry.	 (Download	 a	 copy	 at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.)	 After	 each	 child	
reads,	stop	and	discuss	Nicodemus’	comments.	

Summer,	 AD	 26	 I am following peculiar events 
in Galilee very closely. Some friends of mine, good 

Pharisees, ventured into the wilderness and talked with a 
rough-cut man named John. He appeared from nowhere, telling 
our people to repent and to prepare for the Messiah. He seems to be 
genuine, but his lifestyle is very odd. People are flocking to John—
he’s a powerful speaker. I need to plan a trip up there to see him for 
myself.	(John	1:19-28)

Fall,	AD	26	When John baptized a man named Jesus, God 
spoke from heaven and a dove came down. John has been 
telling people that Jesus is the anointed One. This situation 
could become alarming.	(Matthew	3:15-17)

Passover	 Week,	 AD	 27	 This man named Jesus came to 
Jerusalem for Passover. He entered the Temple and caused all 
sorts of trouble: upending tables, driving people and animals 
out with a whip, and telling people that God’s house is for 
prayer. Who does He think He is? Someone must stop this Jesus 
before things really get bad!	(John	2:12-18)	

Passover	Week,	AD	27	I joined a large crowd and listened to Jesus 
speak—what a spellbinding storyteller! People were hanging on every 
word. Jesus openly opposed the Jewish leaders, though. Strangely, I 
agree with most things Jesus says. It’s hard to argue against Him. 

     Explore 
Scripture
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        Jesus died to forgive your sins.

        Trust God to empower you.

        God made you and loves you.

        Are you ready to trust Jesus as your Savior?

        Jesus rose to give you new life!

        God knows everything about you.

Put these statements in the best order to explain what it means to receive new life.

Jesus offers forgiveness and new life to everyone who believes in Him. 
People are “born again” when they believe that Jesus died to forgive 
their sins. Jesus offered Nicodemus new life. God wants to invite you 
to receive His gift of forgiveness and new life, too.

Think carefully about each statement above. Have you received new life from Jesus?  

           Yes  /  No  /  Not Sure

5 6

3

21

4

If not, talk about this with someone you trust. 

If you already have a personal friendship with Jesus, thank God 
for sending His Son to die for your sins and to give you new life.

New Life!
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answers will vary

Passover	Week,	AD	27	I saw Jesus heal someone today! This 
was genuine; no magic or trickery involved. It’s time to sit 
down and talk with this man—away from the crowd and all 
the excitement.	(John	2:23)	

Passover	Week,	AD	27	I interviewed Jesus this evening—and 
the conversation went in an entirely different direction than 
I had expected. He told me that no one could even see the 
kingdom of God without a rebirth. I tried to probe further, 
but Jesus kept talking about God’s love, eternal life, believing 
in God’s Son, and being born again. I was very impressed with 
Jesus’ sincerity. What He said was fascinating, but confusing. 
Now I have a lot of things to rethink. (John	3)

	

Feast	of	Tabernacles,	AD	29	Jesus is back in the city. Everyone 
wants to hear Him speak and to see Him perform a miracle. 
Several of my rabbi friends are jealous of His popularity. The 
Council sent the Temple police to arrest Jesus, but they came back 
empty-handed. After the police listened to Jesus, they couldn’t bring 
themselves to do it! The rest of the Council was really irritated, but 

Disciple Guide—page 6
Help children order the salvation message statements. 
Complete the HeartBeat, challenging them to evaluate their 
spiritual condition.

Disciple Guide—page 5
Guide your kids through each question about John 3.

Nicodemus Triptych (10-20 minutes)
This drawing activity helps kids remember Nicodemus’ 
three appearances in the Book of John. Supplies:	
Bibles,	white	construction	paper,	pencils,	colored	
markers

We meet Nicodemus three times in Scripture. 
First, he comes to interview Jesus at night, in 
secret. Second, Nicodemus speaks out during a 
meeting of the High Council, defending Jesus’ 
right to a fair hearing. Third, Nicodemus helps 
prepare Jesus’ body for burial. 

Write	 these	Bible	 references	 on	 the	 board:	 John	
3:1-2,	 John	 7:50-52,	 and	 John	 19:38-40.	 Invite	
the	 children	 to	 read	 along	 silently	 while	 volun-
teers	read	each	passage	aloud.	

Have	students	fold	a	piece	of	construction	paper	
into	thirds.	Write	one	of	the	three	Bible	passages	at	
the	bottom	of	each	panel.	Invite	kids	to	illustrate	
Nicodemus’	three	actions,	one	on	each	panel.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will en-
courage learners to apply the Bible truth to 
their lives. 

I stood up and reminded them that our Law does not permit us 
to judge anyone before a proper hearing. But that set them against 
me! Lord God, what’s going on here?	(John	7:50-52)

Passover,	AD	30	These past few days have been unimaginable! Jesus 
was illegally arrested, tried, and crucified. I’m so ashamed of the 
way the High Priest and the Council have acted. This afternoon I 
joined my friend Joseph and brought spices to help wrap Jesus’ body 
for burial. Where will all this lead?	(John	19:38-40)

Why was Nicodemus a New Testament Champion? 
Encourage	responses.

7

  Inspire 
 Action
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How to Discover Gifts and Talents

Read Romans 12:4-8. Each sentence below summarizes one 

verse from this Bible passage. Which verses are they?

All Christians belong to the Church, the Body of Christ.

Each body part has a different job.

God gives different “grace-gifts” to each Christian.

Spiritual gifts are supernatural abilities that the Holy Spirit gives so Christians can serve others. 

Every person has natural talents and abilities, but only Christians have spiritual gifts.

What are Spiritual Gifts?

Ask the Lord to help you 

identify your spiritual gifts 

and ways to use them!

Jesus Teaches

M

atthew 13:54

About how many 
Mozambique 

orphans are there?

Find the answ
er at: D

iscipleZone.com/  5B2

You ,re Gifted!
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DiscipleSkill  How to Discover Gifts and Talents
During	this	quarter,	your	kids	will	learn	about	the	spiritual	
gifts	that	God	reserves	exclusively	for	followers	of	Christ,	as	
well	as	the	natural	talents	that	God	gives	to	every	person.

Spiritual	 gifts	 are	 supernatural	 in	origin.	The	Holy	Spirit	
generously	 endows	 every	 believer	with	 a	 spiritual	 gift	 for	
service	to	others.	When	we	use	our	gifts	in	the	power	of	the	
Holy	 Spirit,	 the	 body	of	Christ	 is	 strengthened	 and	God	
gets	all	the	credit	and	glory.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct	children	to	DiscipleZone.com/5B2	for:

XploreMore  Discover more about Jesus’ teachings.

SwordWork  Read John 2-3.

WorldWatch  Examine the needs of Mozambique’s orphans.

KeyVerse  Memorize Matthew 13:54.

HymnNotes  Meet Joseph Mohr, author of “Silent Night! 
Holy Night!”

Disciple Guide—
page 8
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

Born Again (10 minutes)
This discussion explains the transformation that takes place in 
Christ Jesus.

Remind	 children	 that	 God’s	 love	 and	 forgiveness	 are	
available	to	everyone.	Tell	them	that	they	can	be	born	again	
if	they	trust	in	Jesus	Christ	to	forgive	their	sins,	no	matter	
who	they	are	or	what	they’ve	done.	

Use	a	clear	presentation	of	the	Gospel	message	(see	Good 
News for Kids on	the	inside	back	cover)	and	be	prepared	
to	 counsel	 children	 individually.	 Provide	 a	 quiet	 location	
with	 no	 distractions	while	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 class	 works	 on	
something	else.

Closing Prayer
Ask	God	to	help	each	child	understand	what	 it	means	 to	
be	born	again.	Pray	that	they	will	desire	to	receive	forgive-
ness	and	new	life.	Encourage	children	to	voice	their	prayer	
concerns	and	be	sure	to	pray	for	each	one.

Closing Words
Today we heard from the greatest teacher who ever 
lived—Jesus Christ. He revealed the only way to 
eternal life—being born again. Next time we will see 
why Jesus was such a good leader. People followed Him 
everywhere!

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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